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_Introduction
Performance Pedagogy, (n). a method of instruction in which the role of the instructor is 
one of a scholar-performer in a subverted classroom.
Spectatorship, (n). the act of observation by a spectator.
Theatricality, (n). the spectacle (dance, performance, art) against a background of stage-
play and aesthetics.
Lecture-based teaching model; teacher-centered model, (n). a method of instruction by 
which an instructor presents and conveys critical information to an audience.
Student-centered teaching model, (n). a method of instruction that shifts the focus from 
the teacher to a learner’s individual development and autonomy.
Beaux arts, (n). a conservative model of teaching in which imitation of educational prac-
tices and mastery of academic learning is established. 
Bauhaus, (n). a progressive form of art education which redefined the relationship be-
tween art, design and industrial manufacturing techniques.
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The term “performance pedagogy” refers to a method of instruction in which the 
role of the instructor is one of a scholar-performer in a subverted classroom, implicating 
notions of theatricality and spectatorship.  Evolving from the notion of the architect as a 
patron-master of an atelier to that of a generalist within a craftsmen workshop, contem-
porary architectural education practices should foster the notion of the architect as a 
scholar-performer through performance-based learning. 
However, current formal and spatial configurations of the architectural studio 
inhibit the potential for theatrical interplay and improved learning. The deterioration of 
performance pedagogy in contemporary educational practices, fostering one-on-one 
teaching models in the place of lecture-based teaching models, is detrimental to the 
intrinsic theatricality of architectural design education. As faculty increasingly seek to 
build closer, interpersonal relationships with students as mentors and consultants under 
a student-centered methodology, the classroom, in its traditional form, becomes inflex-
ible and rigid.
Hence, in renewing the encounter between the performer and the scholar, this 
thesis addresses the latent, theatrical merits of performance-based learning through the 
pedagogical and formal subversion of the traditional classroom. Through the adaptation 
of the Beaux Arts atelier, this thesis explores the intersection of surveillance and theatre 
typologies as a means of revolutionizing performance pedagogy in schools of architec-
ture.
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L’ECOLE DES BEAUX ARTS EDUCATION
In order to complete their training within the Beaux-Arts architectural education, students had to win 
competitions, complete a thesis project and gain a year of work experience under a patron or master. The 
ateliers were divided up into small working groups with a patron presiding over them. Students in these 
skill level with a single ‘massier’ in charge. Lectures were also held in architectural theory, history, 
construction, perspective, mathematics, physics, chemistry, geometry, building law and general history.
ATELIER
ARCHITECTURAL THEORY DESIGN COMPETITIONS
TECHNOLOGY
BAUHAUS EDUCATION
complete a series of preliminary courses of form and composition as well as practical arts training in work-
shops of various subjects, including printing, ceramics, stone sculpture, metal, glass painting, cabinet-
making, weaving, wood carving and book binding.  Following the preliminary courses, students took 
courses in design, building construction and training in model building.  After the latter courses, students 
STUDIO
ARCHITECTURE FINE ARTS
SCULPTURE CRAFTSMANSHIP
CONTEMPORARY ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION
In order to receive a Bachelor of Architecture degree within L’Ecole D’Architecture de Marne-La-Vallee, 
students must complete a series of basic courses, taught in both lecture and tutorial format, in four 
courses, students enroll in four in-depth studies of their choice, which include topics such as sustainable 
development.  Lastly, students must enroll in core design studios and elective courses.
STUDIO
CULTURE/ART
TECHNOLOGY
ARCHITECTURE
FUTURE ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION
Although contemporary architectural education emphasizes a studio-centric model in which the design 
studio takes precedence over courses in art and technology, the future of architectural education lies 
within the decentralization of the studio and the integration of interdisciplinary subjects.  In practice, the 
importance of an integrated design approach may be perceived within the collaborative environment 
fostered by consultants, engineers and architects in the profession.  Thus, by placing greater emphasis 
upon non-design courses, a more integrated approach to the architectural education may be achieved.
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  SPACES OF PERFORMANCE IN ARCHITECTURAL SCHOOL
The dynamic between the scholar and the performer within the architectural dis-
cipline is unique to the latter, and may be seen through the exploratory learning process 
by which students and instructors rehearse and perform their work through lectures and 
critiques.  While the critique establishes a student-centered method of instruction by 
which a student receives feedback from an instructor, the lecture spaces within a school 
of architecture offer a teacher-centered model of instruction by which an instructor relays 
information to an audience. Likewise, the architecture studio offers a teaching model that 
is fundamentally theatrical, conditioning acts of performance and spectatorship between 
students and instructors.  
However, a recent trend in contemporary educational practices is doing away 
with lecture-based teaching models and the spaces which traditionally accommodate for 
larger audiences in favor of one-on-one teaching models and smaller, more individual-
ized spaces.1 If the above were to be implemented within a school of architecture, this 
shift would produce isolated classrooms and frighteningly smaller, more compact peda-
gogical spaces, limiting the potential for pedagogical performance.
 Although research in higher level teaching supports the displacement of the 
instructor from the role of an “expert” in a lecture-based teaching model to that of a 
“delegator” in a student-centered model, the lecture, in its traditional form, should not be 
abandoned, for it provides an effective method of transmitting information to an audi-
ence by means of didactic performance.2  Without the theater classroom model, the 
intrinsic theatricality of architectural design education is at risk. 
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1  Christopher, Doris A. “Interactive Large Classes: The Dynamics Of Teacher/Student Interaction.” Journal of Business & Eco
    nomics Research 1, no. 8 (2013): 81-98. http://www.cluteinstitute.com/ojs/index.php/JBER/article/view/3040.
2  Grasha, Anthony. “The Dynamics of One-on-One Teaching.” College Teaching 50, no.4, 139-46. Accessed March 1, 2015. 
    http://www.pdx.edu/sites/www.pdx.edu.cae/files/media_assets/Dynamics.pdf.
3  “Ecole Des Beaux Arts.” School of Fine Arts, Paris. Web. 17 Oct. 2014. http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/education/ecole-des-
    beaux-arts-paris.htm.
4  Ibid.,
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  SPACES OF PERFORMANCE IN ARCHITECTURAL SCHOOL
Acknowledging the link between courses and the spaces in which they are 
taught, the Beaux Arts and Bauhaus educational models were studied in accordance 
with their studios and auditorium spaces in order to track the spatial and pedagogical 
shifts between both architectural movements. 
In order to complete their training within the Beaux-Arts architectural education, 
students had to win competitions, complete a thesis project and gain work experience 
under a patron-master.The ateliers were divided up into small working groups with a pa-
tron presiding over them.3  Students in these ateliers were dependent upon each other, 
and there was a firm hierarchy established according to their skill level with a single 
‘massier’ in charge. Lectures were also held in architectural theory, history, construction, 
perspective, mathematics, physics, chemistry, geometry, building law and general his-
tory.4
In the Beaux Arts educational model, a studio-centric education was established 
in which all courses were designed to  be directly applied to the studio. The atelier, or 
the studio, embodied design competitions, architectural theory and technology. 
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5  Sveiven, Megan. “AD Classics: Dessau Bauhaus / Walter Gropius.” ArchDaily (2010). Web. 17 Oct. 2014. http://www.arch
    daily.com/87728/ad-classics-dessau-bauhaus-walter-gropius/.
6  Ibid.,
While the Beaux Arts atelier pedagogically positioned the instructor as a central 
figure presiding over the work of his apprentices, the Bauhaus craftsmen workshop posi-
tioned the instructor at the forefront of the workshop, a bit removed from the production. 
In order to complete their training within the Bauhaus architectural education, 
students had to first complete a series of preliminary courses of form and composition 
as well as practical arts training in workshops of various subjects, including printing, 
ceramics, stone sculpture, metal, glass painting, cabinetmaking, weaving, wood carving 
and book binding.5  Following the preliminary courses, students took courses in design, 
building construction and training in model building.6  
 Thus, the Bauhaus educational model established a studio-centric education in 
which courses in the fine arts, craftsmanship and sculpture were applicable to the studio.
 Consequently, the model of teaching implemented in the Beaux Arts established 
a teacher-centered delivery of instruction, while the Bauhaus established a model of 
teaching which followed more of a student-centered delivery of instruction.
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In contrast to the Beaux Arts and Bauhaus educational models, the contempo-
rary educational model established a design-studio centric educational model in which 
courses work in parallel with and meet ideologically in the studio.
In order to receive a Bachelor of Architecture degree from L’Ecole d’Architecture 
de Marnee-La-Vallee, students must complete a series of basic courses, taught in both 
lecture and tutorial format, in four general fields: territory, architecture, construction and 
representation.7  Following these preliminary courses, students enroll in four in-depth 
studies of their choice, which include topics such as sustainable development in the 
manufacturing process and urban forms in relation to energy efficiency and housing 
development.  Lastly, students must enroll in core design studios and elective courses.8
7  “Ecole Nationale Superieure D’Architecture De Marnee-la-Vallee.” European Association for Architecture Education. http://
    www.eaae.be/administration/system/olg_pdf/eaaeguide_memberpdf.php?mnr=FR-02.
8  Ibid.,
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Although contemporary architectural education emphasizes a studio-centric model in which the design 
studio takes precedence over courses in art and technology, the future of architectural education lies 
within the decentralization of the studio and the integration of interdisciplinary subjects.  In practice, the 
importance of an integrated design approach may be perceived within the collaborative environment 
fostered by consultants, engineers and architects in the profession.  Thus, by placing greater emphasis 
upon non-design courses, a more integrated approach to the architectural education may be achieved.
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Although contemporary architectural education emphasizes a design-studio 
centric model, the future of architectural education lies within the decentralization of the 
studio and the integration of interdisciplinary subjects to the curriculum.  
In practice, the importance of an integrated design approach may be perceived 
within the collaborative environment fostered by consultants, engineers and architects in 
the profession.9  Thus, by placing greater emphasis upon non-design courses, a more 
integrated approach to the architectural education may be achieved.
 Thus, in the interest of providing a more integrated approach to the emerging 
practice, an architecture school of the future should balance both design and non-
design courses as well as the student and teacher-centered deliveries of instruction.  A 
reconceptualization of the modern atelier would therefore promote the reconciliation of 
both modes of instruction, fostering increased classroom flexibility.
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L’ECOLE DES BEAUX ARTS EDUCATION
In order to complete their training within the Beaux-Arts architectural education, students had to win 
competitions, complete a thesis project and gain a year of work experience under a patron or master. The 
ateliers were divided up into small working groups with a patron presiding over them. Students in these 
skill level with a single ‘massier’ in charge. Lectures were also held in architectural theory, history, 
construction, perspective, mathematics, physics, chemistry, geometry, building law and general history.
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complete a series of preliminary courses of form and composition as well as practical arts training in work-
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courses in design, building construction and training in model building.  After the latter courses, students 
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L’ECOLE DES BEAUX ARTS EDUCATION
In order to complete their training within the Beaux-Arts architectural education, students had to win 
competitions, complete a thesis project and gain a year of work experience under a patron or master. The 
ateliers were divided up into small working groups with a patron presiding over them. Students in these 
ateliers were dependent upon each other, and there was a rm hierarchy established according to their 
skill level with a single ‘massier’ in charge. Lectures were also held in architectural theory, history, 
construction, perspective, mathematics, physics, chemistry, geometry, building law and general history.
ATELIER
ARCHITECTURAL THEORY DESIGN COMPETITIONS
TECHNOLOGY
BAUHAUS EDUCATION
In order to complete their training within the Bauhaus architectural education, students had to rst 
complete a series of preliminary courses of form and composition as well as practical arts training in work-
shops of various subjects, including printing, ceramics, stone sculpture, metal, glass painting, cabinet-
making, weaving, wood carving and book binding.  Following the preliminary courses, students took 
courses in design, building construction and training in model building.  After the latter courses, students 
could choose specic architectural training in the form of design studios and lectures in construction.
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CONTEMPORARY ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION
In order to receive a Bachelor of Architecture degree within L’Ecole D’Architecture de Marne-La-Vallee, 
students must complete a series of basic courses, taught in both lecture and tutorial format, in four 
general elds: territory, architecture, construction and representation.  Following these preliminary 
courses, students enroll in four in-depth studies of their choice, which include topics such as sustainable 
development in the manufacturing process and urban forms in relation to energy eciency and housing 
development.  Lastly, students must enroll in core design studios and elective courses.
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FUTURE ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION
Although contemporary architectural education emphasizes a studio-centric model in which the design 
studio takes precedence over courses in art and technology, the future of architectural education lies 
within the decentralization of the studio and the integration of interdisciplinary subjects.  In practice, the 
importance of an integrated design approach may be perceived within the collaborative environment 
fostered by consultants, engineers and architects in the profession.  Thus, by placing greater emphasis 
upon non-design courses, a more integrated approach to the architectural education may be achieved.
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9  Ockman, Joan. Architecture School: Three Centuries of Educating Architects in North America. Cambridge, Mass.: MIT 
    Press, 2012.
Genius loci, (n). a mnemonic device aiding in memory storage and retrieval through 
which a user maps memories and visual associations onto an architectural route. 
Mnemonic device, (n). a memory technique aiding in the retention and recall of informa-
tion.
Montessori classroom, (n). a tactile educational environment tailored to the individual 
learner.
Beaux arts, (n). a conservative model of teaching in which imitation of educational prac-
tices and mastery of academic learning is established. 
Bauhaus, (n). a progressive form of art education which redefined the relationship be-
tween art, design and industrial manufacturing techniques.
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Underpinning the term performance pedagogy lies the genius loci, a mnemonic 
device through which a user maps memories and visual associations onto an architec-
tural route and rehearses passage through the space in this linear sequence. 
The evolution of the genius loci began with Cicero, a Greek orator, who recited 
memorized speeches based on the above mnemonic device.  The method implements 
the use of association between objects and locations to store and retrieve memorized 
information, which is ascribed to the said objects.10  Traditionally, the orator would recite 
a text or speech utilizing this method and travel through the spaces in the sequence of 
the text, while mentally following the path onto which the objects to be memorized are 
ascribed.11
One of the earliest architectural manifestations of the genius loci is Camillo’s 
memory theater, in which the user overlooks a semicircular theater containing all the 
memories of the universe in tiered scrolls. 
GENIUS LOCI: A MNEMONIC DEVICE
The evolution of the genius loci began with Cicero, a Greek orator, who would recite memorized speeches 
based on a mnemonic device called the method of loci, or genius loci.  The method implements the use of 
association between objects and locations to store and retrieve memorized information ascribed to the 
objects.  Traditionally, the orator would recite a text or speech utilizing this method.  The orator would 
essentially travel through the spaces in the sequence of the text, while mentally following the path onto 
which the objects to be memorized are ascribed.
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10  McNeill, Jeff. Mnemonic Devices, Remembering, Learning. 1 Jan. 2009. Web. 10 Oct. 2014.  <http://jeffmcneill.com/mne 
     monic-devices/>.
11  Yates, Frances (1966). The Art of Memory. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.
19  Genius Loci 20
12   Uricchio, William. “A Palimpsest of Place and Past: Location-based digital technologies and the performance of urban space 
     and memory.” Performance Research 17(3), 45-49.
13   Ibid.,
Giulio Camillo developed a great interest in the art of oration, which provided the 
basis for the mnemonic concepts within his theater. Frances Yates, in The Art of Memory, 
reconstructs Camillo’s theatre as a Roman theatre, consisting of seven tiers (each a 
symbolic mythological reference), and seven aisles (each representing one of the seven 
classical planets). This seven by seven grid creates forty-nine unique information nodes 
in the theatre.12
Employing the method of loci, Camillo’s memory theater functioned very much 
like a memory machine.  Composed as a single room in a Vitruvian-like ampitheatre, the 
visitor activates the space by performing as a scholar on the stage and looking onto the 
seven sections of the auditorium, each housing emblematic images and signs communi-
cating universal knowledge.13
By positioning the scholar on a stage in the center of the construction, Camillo 
renders the scholar as a performer, subverting the notion of memory acquisition from a 
private, individualized practice to a public performance.  
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GENIUS LOCI: CAMILLO’S MEMORY THEATRE
Frances Yates, in The Art of Memory, reconstructs 
Camillo’s theatre as a Roman theatre, consisting of 
seven tiers (each a symbolic mythological reference), 
and seven aisles (each representing one of the seven 
classical planets). This seven by seven grid creates 
forty-nine unique information nodes in the theatre.
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GENIUS LOCI: A MNEMONIC DEVICE
The evolution of the genius loci began with Cicero, a Greek orator, who would recite memorized 
speeches based on a mnemonic device called the method of loci, or genius loci.  The method imple-
ments the use of association between objects and locations to store and retrieve memorized informa-
tion ascribed to the objects.  Traditionally, the orator would recite a text or speech utilizing this method.  
The orator would essentially travel through the spaces in the sequence of the text, while mentally 
following the path onto which the objects to be memorized are ascribed.
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MONTESSORI EDUCATION
The deterioration of performance-based learning in contemporary educational practices, fostering 
one-to-one teaching models, prompts a discussion of the implications of theatricality on design 
education and the role of performance pedagogy in the architectural discipline.  The Montessori 
method of education is a child-centered educational approach, which views the child as eager and 
capable of initiating learning in a supportive and prepared learning environment. 
SPACE SCHOLAR PERFORMANCE
Employing the method of loci, Camillo’s Memory 
Theatre functioned very much like a memory 
machine.  Composed as a single room in a Vitruvian-
like ampitheatre, the visitor activates the space by 
performing as a scholar on the stage and looking 
onto the seven sections of the auditorium, each 
housing emblematic images and signs communicat-
ing universal knowledge.
SPACE SCHOLAR PERFORMANCE
However, while the organization and layout of the 
Montessori classroom attempts to enable a child to 
actively  explore his/ her environment, the lack of 
hierarchy within the classroom plan discourages 
performance on the part of both the students and 
the instructor.  Unlike the structure of Camillo’s 
Memory Theatre, the Montessori classroom consists 
of a at horizontal plane occupied by objects.
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MONTESSORI CLASSROOM
Unlike the structure of Camillo’s Memory Theater and 
the scholar-performer didactic, the Montessori 
classroom is shaped and informed by tactile activities 
and objects.  The Montessori classroom is designed in 
order to encourage and support a child’s natural 
desire to learn.
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BEAUX ARTS ATELIER
Emerging from the teaching of the French Académie Royale de Peinture et de Sculpture, the École des 
Beaux Arts promoted conservative classical arts and architectural design based on the antique 
principles of ancient Rome and Greece. As in the Italian academies of the 16th century, all students at 
the École des Beaux Arts were obliged to perfect their drawing skills before progressing to gure 
drawing and eventually painting. The École remained the basic model for an art school until the founda-
tion of the Bauhaus.
BAUHAUS STUDIO
The core objective of the Bauhaus model of education was radical: to reimagine the material world in 
reection of the unication of the arts through craft.  The Bauhaus combined elements of both ne arts 
and design education. The curriculum contained preliminary courses that immersed students in the 
study of materials, color theory and formal relationships, after which they entered specialized work-
shops, which included metalworking, cabinetmaking, weaving, pottery, typography, and wall painting. 
Within the complex of buildings that comprise the 
École Nationale Supérieure des Beaux Arts, the Palais 
des Études features elaborate frescoes, intricate wall 
nishes, and a courtyard, which once held classical 
statuary.  The core of the building houses a semi-
circular award theater, the Hémicycle d’Honneur, 
where prizes were awarded. 
TRANSPARENCY VISION + TOUCH
VON RESTORFF EFFECT
The facilities in the plans of the Bauhaus at Dessau 
include spaces for teaching, housing for students and 
faculty members, an auditorium and oces, which 
are fused together in a pinwheel conguration.  The 
building is a reection of the literal intersection of the 
Bauhaus educational model, including architecture, 
art, industrial design, typography, graphic design, 
and interior design.
THE OBJECT
SECTION A
BAUHAUS AUDITORIUM AND STUDIO
Through an analysis of the auditorium within the Bauhaus at Dessau plan, one may deduce an axial 
relationship between the auditorium and the entrance to the building as well as between the audito-
rium and the student workshops.  As a point of intersection between the above axes, the auditorium 
appears to occupy a crucial node at the center of the technical school and the workshop building.  On 
either side of the auditorium are classrooms, laboratories, cabinet-making workshops and machine 
workshops.
BEAUX ARTS AUDITORIUM AND ATELIER
Through an analysis of the Hémicycle d’Honneur within the Ecole des Beaux Arts plan, one may deduce 
an axial relationship between the theater and the entrance to the building.  However, as a node at the 
apex of the above axis, the theater appears as an addition or after-thought to the otherwise symmetrical 
building plan.  On either side of the theater are ateliers, where students would learn under the instruc-
tion of master architects.
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Unlike the structure of Camillo’s memory theater and the scholar-performer 
didactic, the Montessori classroom, an early 1900s solution to self-initiated learning, is 
shaped and informed by tactile activities and objects.  
The Montessori method of education is a child-centered educational approach, 
which views the child as eager and capable of initiating learning in a supportive and 
prepared learning environment.14 Here, the classroom is designed in order to encourage 
and support a child’s natural desire to learn.
 In contrast to Camillo’s memory theater, the Montessori classroom dissolves the 
role of the scholar to that of a passive spectator through the eradication of spatial hierar-
chy in favor of insensitively bland learning environments. 
14  Montessori, Maria. “The Montessori Method.” A Celebration of Women Writers. New York: Frederick A. Stokes Company, 
     1912. Web. 10 Oct. 2014. <http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/montessori/method/method.html>.
MONTESSORI EDUCATION
The deterioration of performance-based learning in contemporary educational practices, fostering 
one-to-one teaching models, prompts a discussion of the implications of theatricality on design educa-
tion and the role of performance pedagogy in the architectural discipline.  The Montessori method of 
education is a child-centered educational approach, which views the child as eager and capable of initiat-
ing learning in a supportive and prepared learning environment. 2423  Montessori Education
Here, both formally and pedagogically, the spatial contingencies and intersec-
tionality of the classroom are diminished to encourage self-initiated activities.
Thus, while the organization and layout of the Montessori classroom attempts 
to enable a child to actively explore his/ her environment, the lack of hierarchy within 
the classroom plan discourages performance on the part of both the students and the 
instructor.  Unlike the structure of Camillo’s memory theater, the Montessori classroom 
consists of a flat horizontal plane occupied by objects.
The deterioration of performance-based learning in the Montessori classroom 
model therefore prompts a discussion of the implications of theatricality on design edu-
cation and the role of performance pedagogy in the architectural discipline. 
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GENIUS LOCI: CAMILLO’S MEMORY THEATRE
Frances Yates, in The Art of Memory, reconstructs 
Camillo’s theatre as a Roman theatre, consisting of 
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and seven aisles (each representing one of the seven 
classical planets). This seven by seven grid creates 
forty-nine unique information nodes in the theatre.
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The evolution of the genius loci began with Cicero, a Greek orator, who would recite memorized 
speeches based on a mnemonic device called the method of loci, or genius loci.  The method imple-
ments the use of association between objects and locations to store and retrieve memorized informa-
tion ascribed to the objects.  Traditionally, the orator would recite a text or speech utilizing this method.  
The orator would essentially travel through the spaces in the sequence of the text, while mentally 
following the path onto which the objects to be memorized are ascribed.
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The deterioration of performance-based learning in contemporary educational practices, fostering 
one-to-one teaching models, prompts a discussion of the implications of theatricality on design 
education and the role of performance pedagogy in the architectural discipline.  The Montessori 
method of education is a child-centered educational approach, which views the child as eager and 
capable of initiating learning in a supportive and prepared learning environment. 
SPACE SCHOLAR PERFORMANCE
Employing the method of loci, Camillo’s Memory 
Theatre functioned very much like a memory 
machine.  Composed as a single room in a Vitruvian-
like ampitheatre, the visitor activates the space by 
performing as a scholar on the stage and looking 
onto the seven sections of the auditorium, each 
housing emblematic images and signs communicat-
ing universal knowledge.
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However, while the organization and layout of the 
Montessori classroom attempts to enable a child to 
actively  explore his/ her environment, the lack of 
hierarchy within the classroom plan discourages 
performance on the part of both the students and 
the instructor.  Unlike the structure of Camillo’s 
Memory Theatre, the Montessori classroom consists 
of a at horizontal plane occupied by objects.
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MONTESSORI CLASSROOM
Unlike the structure of Camillo’s Memory Theater and 
the scholar-performer didactic, the Montessori 
classroom is shaped and informed by tactile activities 
and objects.  The Montessori classroom is designed in 
order to encourage and support a child’s natural 
desire to learn.
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BEAUX ARTS ATELIER
Emerging from the teaching of the French Académie Royale de Peinture et de Sculpture, the École des 
Beaux Arts promoted conservative classical arts and architectural design based on the antique 
principles of ancient Rome and Greece. As in the Italian academies of the 16th century, all students at 
the École des Beaux Arts were obliged to perfect their drawing skills before progressing to gure 
drawing and eventually painting. The École remained the basic model for an art school until the founda-
tion of the Bauhaus.
BAUHAUS STUDIO
The core objective of the Bauhaus model of education was radical: to reimagine the material world in 
reection of the unication of the arts through craft.  The Bauhaus combined elements of both ne arts 
and design education. The curriculum contained preliminary courses that immersed students in the 
study of materials, color theory and formal relationships, after which they entered specialized work-
shops, which included metalworking, cabinetmaking, weaving, pottery, typography, and wall painting. 
Within the complex of buildings that comprise the 
École Nationale Supérieure des Beaux Arts, the Palais 
des Études features elaborate frescoes, intricate wall 
nishes, and a courtyard, which once held classical 
statuary.  The core of the building houses a semi-
circular award theater, the Hémicycle d’Honneur, 
where prizes were awarded. 
TRANSPARENCY VISION + TOUCH
VON RESTORFF EFFECT
The facilities in the plans of the Bauhaus at Dessau 
include spaces for teaching, housing for students and 
faculty members, an auditorium and oces, which 
are fused together in a pinwheel conguration.  The 
building is a reection of the literal intersection of the 
Bauhaus educational model, including architecture, 
art, industrial design, typography, graphic design, 
and interior design.
THE OBJECT
SECTION A
BAUHAUS AUDITORIUM AND STUDIO
Through an analysis of the auditorium within the Bauhaus at Dessau plan, one may deduce an axial 
relationship between the auditorium and the entrance to the building as well as between the audito-
rium and the student workshops.  As a point of intersection between the above axes, the auditorium 
appears to occupy a crucial node at the center of the technical school and the workshop building.  On 
either side of the auditorium are classrooms, laboratories, cabinet-making workshops and machine 
workshops.
BEAUX ARTS AUDITORIUM AND ATELIER
Through an analysis of the Hémicycle d’Honneur within the Ecole des Beaux Arts plan, one may deduce 
an axial relationship between the theater and the entrance to the building.  However, as a node at the 
apex of the above axis, the theater appears as an addition or after-thought to the otherwise symmetrical 
building plan.  On either side of the theater are ateliers, where students would learn under the instruc-
tion of master architects.
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In contrast to the Montessori model, the architecture studio, an adaptation of 
the atelier-based training of the École des Beaux Arts, offers a teaching model that is 
fundamentally theatrical, conditioning acts of performance and spectatorship between 
students and instructors.
Emerging from the teaching of the French Académie Royale de Peinture et de 
Sculpture, the École des Beaux Arts promoted conservative classical arts and archi-
tectural design based on the antique principles of ancient Rome and Greece.15 As in 
the Italian academies of the 16th century, all students at the École des Beaux Arts were 
obliged to perfect their drawing skills before progressing to figure drawing and eventu-
ally painting. The École remained the basic model for an art school until the foundation 
of the Bauhaus.16
15  “Ecole Des Beaux Arts.” School of Fine Arts, Paris. Web. 17 Oct. 2014. <http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/education/ecole-
     des-beaux-arts-paris.htm>.
16   Ibid.,
BEAUX ARTS ATELIER
Emerging from the teaching of the French Académie Royale de Peinture et de Sculpture, the École des 
Beaux Arts promoted conservative classical arts and architectural design based on the antique principles 
of ancient Rome and Greece. As in the Italian academies of the 16th century, all students at the École des 
Beaux Arts were obliged to perfect their drawing skills before progressing to gure drawing and eventu-
ally painting. The École remained the basic model for an art school until the foundation of the Bauhaus.
2827  Beaux Arts Education
17  “Ecole Des Beaux Arts.” School of Fine Arts, Paris. Web. 17 Oct. 2014. <http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/education/ecole-
     des-beaux-arts-paris.htm>.
18   Ibid., 
Within the complex of buildings that comprise the École Nationale Supérieure 
des Beaux Arts, the Palais des Études features elaborate frescoes, intricate wall finishes 
and a courtyard, which once held classical statuary.17  The building also houses a semi-
circular theater, the Hémicycle d’Honneur, where prizes are awarded to recipients of the 
Prix Nobel.18 
 Through an analysis of the Hémicycle d’Honneur within the Ecole des Beaux 
Arts plan, one may deduce an axial relationship between the theater and the entrance to 
the building.  However, as a node at the apex of the above axis, the theater appears as 
an addition to the otherwise symmetrical building plan.  On either side of the theater are 
ateliers, where students would learn under the instruction of master architects.
BEAUX ARTS ATELIER
Emerging from the teaching of the French Académie Royale de Peinture et de Sculpture, the École des 
Beaux Arts promoted conservative classical arts and architectural design based on the antique principles 
of ancien  Rome and Greece. As in the Italian academies of the 16th century, all students at the École d s 
Beaux Arts were obliged to perfect their drawing skills before progressing to gure drawing and eventu-
ally painting. The École remained the basic model for an art school until the foundation of the Bauhaus.
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In comparison to the Beaux Arts model of education, the core objective of the 
Bauhaus model of education was radical: to reimagine the material world in reflection of 
the unification of the arts through craft.19  
 The Bauhaus combined elements of both fine arts and design education. The 
curriculum contained preliminary courses that immersed students in the study of mate-
rials, color theory and formal relationships, after which they entered specialized work-
shops, which included metalworking, cabinetmaking, weaving, pottery, typography, and 
wall painting.20 
The facilities in the Bauhaus at Dessau include spaces for teaching, housing for 
students and faculty members, an auditorium and offices, fused together in a pinwheel 
configuration.21  The building is a reflection of the literal intersection of architecture, art, 
industrial design, typography, graphic design, and interior design.
19  Sveiven, Megan. “AD Classics: Dessau Bauhaus / Walter Gropius.” ArchDaily (2010). Web. 17 Oct. 2014. <http://www.
     archdaily.com/87728/ad-classics-dessau-bauhaus-walter-gropius/>.
20   Ibid.,
21  Ibid.,
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reection of the unication of the arts through craft.  The Bauhaus combined elements of both ne arts 
and design education. The curriculum contained preliminary courses that immersed students in the 
study of materials, color theory and formal relationships, after which they entered specialized workshops, 
which included metalworking, cabinetmaking, weaving, pottery, typography, and wall painting. 
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3231  Bauhaus Education
Through an analysis of the auditorium within the Bauhaus at Dessau plan, one 
may deduce an axial relationship between the auditorium and the entrance to the build-
ing as well as between the auditorium and the student workshops.  As a point of inter-
section between the above axes, the auditorium appears to occupy a crucial node at the 
center of the technical school and the workshop building.  On either side of the audito-
rium are classrooms, laboratories, cabinet-making workshops and machine workshops.
When comparing both schools’ auditoria, a pedagogical transformation may be 
perceived as the exclusivity and separation of the Beaux Arts auditorium from the circula-
tory plan is compared to the flexibility and integration of the Bauhaus auditorium within 
the school’s circulatory plan.  The relationship between the curricula and the forms of 
instruction used in both schools may be found in the forms of their corresponding peda-
gogical spaces.
BAUHAUS STUDIO
The core objective of the Bauhaus model of education was radical: to reimagine the material world in 
reection of the unication of the arts through craft.  The Bauhaus combined elements of both ne arts 
and design education. The curriculum contained preliminary courses that immersed students in the 
study of materials, color theory and formal relationships, after which they entered specialized workshops, 
which included metalworking, cabinetmaking, weaving, pottery, typography, and wall painting. 
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The design studio in its present form and spatial configuration is a static land-
scape in which neither a student’s nor an instructor’s performance is elicited. 
An analysis of contemporary schools of architecture reveals that current formal 
and spatial configurations of the studio inhibit the potential for theatrical interplay. Partici-
pation and involvement by students within critique-based settings is lacking, a reflection, 
arguably, of the inflexible spaces provided for such activities. The contemporary studio 
temporary reconfigures itself via flexible partitions and furniture, disregarding the poten-
tial for hybridized architectural interventions.
Therefore, in light of the current spatial inadequacy and  programmatic rigidity of 
the studio classroom, a reconceptualized modern atelier which would promote optimal 
flexibility is highly desirable.
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The Withdrawn Stair
The auditorium within the Austin E. Knowlton 
School of Architecture serves not only as one 
of six classrooms in the school, but also as a 
stage for the KSA lecture series.  Despite its 
flexibility, the auditorium’s ability to accom-
modate for multiple activities suggests a level 
of undesired ambiguity.  
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The Elevated Platform
Within the Abedian School of Architecture, 
the building’s three levels are articulated 
through a series of figurative structure-defin-
ing enclosures that provide spaces for casual 
meetings and informal critiques.  The sense 
of theater is apparent through the provision 
of flexible furniture for small congregations.
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Rather than simply eliminating spaces of student-centered, one-one-one instruc-
tion from a school of architecture and promoting the lecture-based, performance model, 
a hybridized, flexible classroom which newly reconciles both modes of instruction is in 
order. 
By pairing the three primary pedagogical activities within a school of architec-
ture (the studio, the critique and the lecture) with one another, flexible classroom hy-
brids were explored.  Sectional studies of the studio, the crit and the lecture prompted 
an interest in the potential verticality that these spaces may deploy. A study of relevant 
mnemonic devices and mechanisms further informed the sectional hybrids by producing 
spaces of characteristic forms and unique profiles. 
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Utilizing the three groups of classroom pairings (the lecture + the studio, the 
lecture + the crit and the crit + the studio), three perspectives were created to illustrate 
concepts of surveillance and theatricality latent within each hybridized pedagogical 
construction.  The classroom, in its new configuration, becomes a tailored vessel for the 
performance of students and instructors alike.  
Through the vertical subversion of the classroom, visual sight lines and exposure 
to content presented in both lecture and critique settings is increased.  A reconceptu-
alization of the modern atelier would therefore not only liberate the studio from its static 
form, but would also reshape the culture of the school and the interactions between 
students and instructors, fostering the notion of the architect as a scholar-performer.
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In addition to the use of mnemonic devices and sectional hybridizations to in-
form the subverted classroom, three historic pedagogical theaters were analyzed.  The 
relationship of the rise over run to the type of performance appropriate for each theater 
prompted an investigation into the potential of each to be implemented in the design 
studio. 
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Acknowledging the relationship between the coursework and the types of in-
struction used to relay information, sectional iterations were developed with an under-
standing of the classroom as a figural landscape of performance and learning.  Each 
theater classroom embodied either a student-centered, teacher-centered or hybridized 
style of teaching.
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Figure 01, Preliminary sectional axonometric
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Figure 02, Axonometric of the Boston Architectural College
Figure 03, Third level plan in 1965
Figure 04, Third level plan in 1986
south elevation east elevation north elevation
third level plan
1965
third level plan
1986
third level plan
1998 
A
B
C
D
The site for the proposed school of architecture is in Boston’s back bay on New-
bury Street in the location of an existing school of architecture, the Boston Architectural 
College (BAC).  The selection of this site stemmed from an interest in the school’s cur-
riculum structure as well as the building’s interior alterations. 
The BAC distinguishes itself as the only college in design that requires its students 
to complete academic coursework while simultaneously acquiring professional skills and 
expertise through non-classroom instruction and employment in their discipline. This ap-
proach allows students to work within the profession and attend classes in the evening, 
taught by instructors who are practitioners. 
Another compelling aspect of the BAC building’s history is its interior classroom 
alterations from the years 1965 to 1998. When comparing the third level plans of the exist-
ing building in the latter time frame, one may see the interior becoming more and more 
compartmentalized as instruction shifts toward a student-centered methodology. 
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Figure 07 Figure 08 Figure 09
Figure 05, Sectional Axonometric of the Boston Architectural College
Figure 06, Third level plan in 1998
Figure 07. South elevation
Figure 08, East elevation
Figure 09, North elevation
9897  Site Photographs
Figure 10, Looking South from Hereford Street
Figure 11. Looking North from Hereford Street
Figure 12, Looking East from Newbury Street
Figure 13, Second floor lecture hall
Figure 14, Third floor computer lab
Figure 15, Third floor hallway
Figure 10 Figure 11
Figure 12
Figure 13 Figure 14
Figure 15
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 Comprehending the interior of the proposed architecture school as a series 
of stepped horizontal surfaces, spaces of pedagogical performance were explored.  
Through longitudinal section studies, the classroom emerged as a flexible, variable 
component within a methodical landscape of circulation and performance.  In each 
of the iterations, although parts of the building’s existing structure are preserved, new 
structure is introduced to reinforce proposed floor plates.
Figure 16, 1:15 scale study longitudinal section
102101  Sectional studies
Figure 18, 1:15 scale study longitudinal sectionFigure 17, 1:15 scale study longitudinal section
104103  Sectional studies
Figure 20, 1:15 scale final longitudinal sectionFigure 19, 1:15 scale study longitudinal section
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Figure 21, Front and back of 1:30 scale study relief model
Figure 21
108107  Relief Model
Figure 22, 1:15 scale study relief model
110109  Relief model
Figure 23, 1:15 scale final relief model
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In the interest of expanding the undergraduate course offerings of the proposed 
school of architecture to include other disciplines and provide spaces for public gather-
ing and performance, an analysis of the site reveals opportunities for the provision of 
such spaces.  The nearby Berklee College of Music would be able utilize the architecture 
school’s theaters for live performances and rehearsals.  Located on the corner of New-
bury Street and Hereford Street, the proposed school of architecture draws the pedes-
trian from the commercial avenue into an interior landscape of theatricality and specta-
torship.
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SITE ANALYSIS
In the interest of expanding the undergraduate course oerings of the proposed school of architecture to 
include other disciplines and provide spaces for public gathering and performance, an analysis of the site 
reveals opportunities for the provision of such spaces.  The nearby Berklee College of Music would be able 
utilize the architecture school’s theaters for live performances and rehearsals.  Located on the corner of 
Newbury Street and Hereford Street, the proposed school of architecture draws the pedestrian from the 
commercial avenue into an interior landscape of theatricality and spectatorship.
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Figure 24, Ground level concourse showing digital screens
Figure 25, Formal extrusion through programmatic displacement
Figure 26, Interior performance landscape and circulatory flow
Figure 27, Exterior and interior atria as celebratory spaces
Figure 24 Figure 25 Figure 26 Figure 27
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114113  Site Analysis Promenade and Cultural Nodes
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The circulatory route through the architecture school as a continuation of the commercial boulevard, Newbury Street. The programmatic displacement of the school of architecture into adjacent fire house and mixed use building.
116115  Site Analysis Workday Amenities
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The promenade through the architecture school operates as an extension of the site’s existing public spaces. The more prominent elevations of the architecture school face the north and east, facing Newbury Street.
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Figure 28 Figure 29
Figure 28, Axonometric of the proposed architecture school
Figure 29, Sixth level plan of the proposed architecture school
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 The exterior enclosure of the proposed school of architecture conceptually mimics the interior by 
folding up and over the north and south faces of the building, continuing the language of the undulating 
surface.  While most of the existing structure of the building is maintained, a layer of expanded copper 
mesh wraps the north and south elevations of the building, revealing, at times, the concrete structure of 
the original building. Consequently, the east elevation of the proposed building is comprised of a system 
of louvers, which effectively illuminates the large performance atrium located on the third and fourth levels 
of the building at night.
120119  Exterior Renderings
Figure 30, Looking South from Hereford Street
Figure 31, Looking North from Hereford Street
Figure 32, Looking East from Newbury Street
Figure 30
Elevation A
Figure 31 Figure 32
Elevation C
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122121  Sectional axonometric
Each theater-classroom is equipped with stepped seating integrated with draft-
ing tables as well as a screen on the underside of the theater. By creating these smaller 
theaters within a larger, performance atrium space, opportunities for viewing, instruction, 
and exposure to content is increased.  Digital media in the form of presentation content, 
live footage of a lecture and student/ faculty work may be projected on the screens 
which line the undersides of the theater-ateliers.
Figure 33 Figure 34
Figure 33, Sectional axonometric of the proposed architecture school
Figure 34, Fourth level plan of the proposed architecture school
Figure 35, Longitudinal section showing digital screens
Figure 36, Stitched vignette showing ribbon of digital screens
Figure 35
Figure 36
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124123  Building Floor Plans
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126125  Projection Theater
In response to the building’s 
existing rigid classroom configurations, 
the classroom is eroded both vertically 
and horizontally to create an interior 
landscape of performance and interior 
sight lines. Here, the architectural studio 
becomes a series of reconfigurable 
spaces of performance, which may ac-
commodate for lectures by professors, 
individual desk critiques and student 
reviews/ critiques.
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128127  Public Theater
Acting as an operable, recon-
figurable black box theater, the school 
may host conferences, video projec-
tions and both planned and unplanned 
activities organized around a central 
atrium as a social and cultural gathering 
space for all users. In conjunction with 
the proposed theater-atelier classroom, 
a new curriculum of architectural un-
dergraduate studies is established with 
courses ranging from public speaking 
to drama/acting to cinematography. 
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130129  Ground Level Concourse
Although the school would 
provide spaces for design studios, 
symposiums/ seminars, faculty presen-
tations and critiques, it would operate 
as an event center where receptions 
and exhibitions are open to the public 
during the day.  The visitor enters the 
building through a stair from the ground 
level concourse, which grants access to 
the building’s large interior atrium space 
and upper-story critique spaces.  The 
public promenade through the building 
is distinguished by a ribbon of digital 
screens projecting live media from lec-
tures and critiques occurring within the 
school.
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Performance Pedagogy, (n). a method of instruction in which the role of the instructor is 
one of a scholar-performer in a subverted classroom.
Spectatorship, (n). the act of observation by a spectator.
Theatricality, (n). the spectacle (dance, performance, art) against a background of stage-
play and aesthetics.
Lecture-based teaching model; teacher-centered model, (n). a method of instruction by 
which an instructor presents and conveys critical information to an audience.
Student-centered teaching model, (n). a method of instruction that shifts the focus from 
the teacher to a learner’s individual development and autonomy.
Genius loci, (n). a mnemonic device aiding in memory storage and retrieval through 
which a user maps memories and visual associations onto an architectural route. 
Mnemonic device, (n). a memory technique aiding in the retention and recall of informa-
tion.
Montessori classroom, (n). a tactile educational environment tailored to the individual 
learner.
Beaux arts, (n). a conservative model of teaching in which imitation of educational prac-
tices and mastery of academic learning is established. 
Bauhaus, (n). a progressive form of art education which redefined the relationship be-
tween art, design and industrial manufacturing techniques.
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